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takes the place of rye as the chief grain crop, sugar-beet and
hops are cultivated, and pigs and horses reared. Under
Polish rule large estates and feudal remnants of serfdom were
common. Artificial fertilizers were not used on the land, and
the yield per acre was very low.
Along the southern edge of the Podolian Plateau lies the
Galician depression. It follows the Dniester valley, as a
continuation of the San-Vistula depression, between the
Carpathians and the edge of the rigid block of the Russian
platform in the Podolian Plateau. The depression forms an
important route from Silesia through Bessarabia and Rumania
to the Black Sea, although the Dniester itself is of little value
as a waterway.
Along the southern edge of the depression the land rises'
gradually to the forested slopes of the Carpathians. Forestry
and pastoral industries arc the chief occupations. Rock salt
and zinc are mined in the foothills, and there arc considerable
petroleum deposits.
In North-western Podolia, between Lvov and the Dniester
valley, lies a high plateau region, known as the "Opolye."
It rises to over 1200 feet above sea-level in the north, and
is deeply dissected by the wide valleys of the tributaries of the
Dniester. These wide valleys and the smoothly sloping hills
offer a strong contrast to the narrow canon-like ravines which
are so common elsewhere in Podolia. Many of them are
connected with each other by the depressions of ancient
valleys. The Dniester itself originally flowed along the Bug
valley.
Along the hillsides are terraces, varying in height between
about 135 and 360 feet, the highest belonging to the early
Quaternary period, when the "Opolye" and the Podolian
hill country formed a low plain, drained by the long, unstable
meandering streams of the Dniester and its tributaries. The
subsequent raising up of the land en masse caused the rivers
to incise deeply into the plateau, leaving terraces, to mark the
former levels. The terraces sometimes carry boulders of
Scandinavian origin, carried here by the waters of the melting
ice-sheets. The valley soils are rich in humus and lime. In